
BIOLOGY 
 

E-mail: daviesj@wlwv.k12.or.us  Phone #:     (503) 673-7815 ext. 4952 
Website: http://www.wlhs.wlwv.k12.or.us/Page/3430 

 

OFFICE HOURS: Before school is best; I’m here early daily.  Lunch and after school can be arranged by 

appointment. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Biology is an exciting and relevant topic to everyone.  This 

year we will be investigating how scientists design and carry out scientific experiments in 

order to become better scientists ourselves!  We will be examining both macroscopic (big) 

and microscopic (small) organisms and the mechanisms that enable those organisms to 

survive in the environment around them.  During the first semester, we will be covering 

the scientific method, biochemistry, molecular and Mendelian genetics, and the cell.  

Second semester will cover evolution, classification, bacteria, viruses, plants, photosynthesis/respiration and 

ecology.  

   
Scientific skills such as observation, inquiry, laboratory techniques, applied mathematics and graphing, 

teamwork, and writing will be used throughout the course. 

 

TEXTBOOK   Biology (Pearson, © 2010) 

 

REQUIRED MATERIALS 1) 3 ring binder with lined paper and divider 

    2) pen, pencil 

    3) Calculator (phones do not count!) 

    4) Daily planner 

     

   You need to keep all of your course handouts neatly in your binder. 
 
EXPECTATIONS: In order to have a fun and safe year in biology, I expect students to:  

 Be respectful of the teacher, themselves, classmates, guests, and of school property. 

 Be responsible by coming to class prepared and on time with proper materials and a good attitude. 

 Be safe because we will be doing labs, group activities, among other things that require everyone to 

cooperate and be attentive.  

 Put forth their best effort towards all class activities, assignments, tests, readings, etc… 

 Come in for help when you need reassurance or do not understand the topics we will be going over.  I 

want to and enjoy helping students! 

 

GRADING: Grading will be based on the following percentages & using Category Weights.   

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Grade Percentage (%) 

A 90-100% 

B 80-89% 

C 70-79% 

D 60-69% 

F 0-59% 

Category Weight 

TESTS/QUIZZES 45% 

HOMEWORK/LABS 30% 

FINAL 15% 

PROJECTS 10% 
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CLASSWORK : There will be regular homework assignments and occasional projects.  In addition, 

students are expected to review class notes and readings on a nightly basis. 
Late Work: All assignments are due the following class period at the beginning of class (unless otherwise 

noted) and will be stamped. If you do not receive a stamp (including if you are late to class), you will not 

receive the points for that assignment.  You may turn in late work for up to 70% of the points until the end of 

that quarter.  

 

ATTENDANCE & TARDIES: In order for everyone to benefit, all students must come to class every day 

prepared to learn.  I really enjoy having you here and I am excited to share with you my knowledge on biology.  

I want you to succeed.  You need to come to class and be in your chair ready to learn when the bell rings.  If 

you are not in your chair at the bell, then you will be counted tardy.  (See pg. 19 in student handbook).   

 

Make-up Work  
In the chance that you are absent, it is your responsibility to obtain the assignments and notes from a 

classmate or myself (for EXCUSED absences only).  I keep a bin up front with extra handouts. You may also 

email (daviesj@wlwv.k12.or.us) me for assignments and/or look online (http://www.wlhs.wlwv.k12.or.us/Page/3430)  

I try to keep my website as current as possible.  If you miss a test or quiz and the absence has been 

excused, it will be sent down to the Academic Center. You will have 2 weeks to take that quiz or test, 
otherwise, the grade for that test/quiz will turn into a 0. 

 

Academic Ethics 

Academic dishonestly on any assignment, test, or quiz will result in 0 for that assignment or test/quiz (see pg. 

13 in student handbook).  

 

Electronic Devices: 

Please keep all electronic devices turned off and put away out of sight during class unless instructed 

otherwise. No electronic devices will be permitted during tests or quizzes. 

 

Where to Get Help 

 Mr. Davies!!  (I love to help students!!!)  daviesj@wlwv.k12.or.us, Rooms C204 

 Classmates 

 Other science teachers (we have 4 biology teachers!) 

 Student Academic Center  

o Open Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 3:30-5:00 

******This is a great, quiet place to get homework finished also****** 

 

Recommendations for studying:  

1. Start studying NOW! Reviewing material on a regular basis is the best way to be successful on tests.  

2. Review all lecture notes and book readings.   

3. Answer the questions at the end of EACH section AND chapter.   

4. Study with a friend (not just socialize) and quiz each other.     

5. Look over old study guides.   

6. Flashcards 

7. Rewriting (hand written or typed) lecture notes (this is how I used to study and it helped me a lot) 

8. Reading notes aloud to your self or to a friend. 

9. Make yourself a test and take it.  Also trade with a friend! 

10. Come into Mr. Davies’ classroom and look over old tests and quizzes 
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